HIStor
of they Button

Push. Click. Touch.







puttons are integral
to our everyaay life.
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How did buttons come
to personify technology”



How did buttons entrencn
nto our everyday lives?



Inat's an interesting story.



Back up a few generations. . .




Suttons are a novelty.
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1898

Hashlights introduced the first portable button ...



1910s

... and then became fashion accessories.



1900s

Homes were wired for electricity.



1900-1920

Lighting requires a switch.
~ Light goes on.
i ‘ Light goes off.



- 1900-1920

( ;

Distinguish between on and off.
-



1900-1920

Distinguisn between ... Off and Light"




Buttons are convenient.



19205

Radio brings entertainment from a distance into the living room.



19205

10 million sold by 1929. 238 million sold by 1939.



But tuning stations was a chore.




In fact, it was "back-breaking” work.







1939

The first sense of "favorite” or even “save” in technology.



Get All These Extra 1940

o
Values.. In Th IS FOR HAPPIER MILES IN YOUR NEW

PONTIA

PUSH-BUTTON TUNING

Pressing Any Button Turns It On
... Tuned To Your Station

O RGN RERTAL Push buttons became code for convenience.

READY FOR TELEVISION SOUND



suttons promise leisure.



1939

New York World's Fair

Celebration of the future,




1939
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A shrine to the button.



Answer Door
Wash Dh?‘aos

Answer Phone
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suttons destroy.
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A finger on the button.



19505

Buttons will be pushed again.



Suttons provide leisure.



1958

Disneyland
World of Tomorrow

Monsanto’s
House of the Future

Buttons become furniture.




1996

Aerodyna

Push- Button Dr1v1ng
e Driving.




1958

Pholo laken aboard a Capilal AirlincsViscounl.

So that's Push-Button Focusing!

Yes, Push-Button Focusing is an exclusive feature of
the Graphic 35, a truly fine camera for color and black
and white pictures. When you travel, take a Graphic 35,
it’s so easy to use . . . you look through the coupled
rangefinder and just squeeze the push-buttons to bring
the picture into sharp focus. Exclusive Spectramatic
Flash Settings, choice of {/2.8 or {/3.5 lenses, built-in
self-timer and all metal construction are just a few of
the other popular features of the Graphic 35.

As a companion for the Graphic 35 select the Constellation Slide
Projector. It is the only 500 watt fully automatic projector priced
under $100! Pay as little as 109 down. See the Graphic 35 and
Constellation at your Graflex dealer, listed in the “‘yellow pages.”

For free folder write Dept. NG-57, Graflex, Inc., Rochester 8, N.Y. Prices

include federal lax where applicable and are subject to change without notice. P h O tO ra h
GRA_F I IE X ® 7oth Anniversary—1887-1957 g p y !
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One finger
doesiit... rf‘]
automatically

1967
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In the kitchen.
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In the laundry,




Now! Change your colors 1059
as casily as you change your mind !

L e S BF Bapa B il e Wk any

Just push the button on your washer
~RIT COUCIR will do the rest!

Fven RIT Color,

Sowerins wod bodigoond Apad =i B DALl B0 Valew boighbuncd ) sprtid mad dvades
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Pure leisure,
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Superb Console Craftsmanship

MODEL 4698-R

FROM THE PHILCO MASTERCRAFT COLLECTION

THE RITTENHOUSE captures the spirit of the Mastercraft
Collection. It's a beautiful breakfront style with paneled
front and inlaid top. Details are hand-finished and the
solid mahogany cabinet* is hand-rubbed to a warm glow.
The delicately carved frame has been set off by antique
English finish grilles and antique bronze door pulls.

Rittenhouse styling is matched by
wvwe new ace or rommone rcaance J)| its performance. Ten new advance-

,nHlu:n ments in Philco’s transformer-pow-
b @ ered chassis produce a brilliant
tm@ﬁ picture. A new four-speaker audio

a

oo cuanar ncaren st s on || POWET system fills your room with
R S PR W RS
truly balanced sound.

Look for this tag
of a Mastercraft

ion console.

All seven consoles of the Mastercraft Collection com-
bine television’s best picture with fine furniture cabinets.
Only selected veneers and genuine solid hardwoods are
used in creating Mastercraft cabinets. Choose your next
television console from the Mastercraft Collection, priced
as low as $359.95, before trade-in.*aiso available in provincial maple.

NEW PHILCO Directa
WIRELESS REMOTE CONTROL (RS

A finger’s touch turns set on and off, changes \ \
channels, adjusts volume. Just two buttons . . .

no wires. No getting up to make any adjustments.

Philco Fine Tuning is pre-set for each channel.

ur assurance Philco replacement tubes improve the picture of any TV set. =

PRICES SLIGHTLY NIGHER SOUTH AND WEST
UNF SLIGHTLY HIGHER.

FPHILC

QUALITY
FIRST!

1999

From the couch.






Sldebar:
Buttons Need Icons
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AMPROGi
twe-Speed fape recorder

1993

Where do the Play and
Pause icons come from?



1957
Ampro
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LabeB,noicons.



1963
Philips

REC PAUSE PL.. MULTIPLAY «

lcons denoting tape direction.



1967
Ampex

A crazy experiment in icons.



1977
Sony
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A pause icon!




BUttons are everywnere.
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Univac. The more buttons, the better.



Be your own bank.




1977

Computing power shrinks overnight.



1979 Pulsar 1980 Casio

And the button shrinks too far.



Hirst pinball flipper buttons.



Game of luck becomes game of skill. Dexterity with buttons.




1977

lcon for a generation.

The first thumb device?







1978

The button Is the Intertace.



1978

Buttons are fun. They let you. ..
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PEPPER




(Game controllers evolve. Dexterity is respected.



puttons are a metapnhor.






Douglas Englebart invents the first mouse.




20 years later, Apple brings the mouse to the public.




1984
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Apple buys all 39 pages of advertising in November issue of Newsweek.



Point Click. ™.

To tell Macintosh what vou want 10
do, all you have to do fs point and click.
You move the pointer on the
screen by moving the mouse on your
desktop. When vou pet 1o the item vou

want to use —click once, and you've
selected Ut item o work with,

It this case, the pointer
us the pencil you've selected 1 put
some finishing touches on an illustra-
tion youd like to include in a memo.

One button lets you, yes you, use a computer.



1984

L
—

Apple” Human Interface Guidelines:
w~ I'he Apple Desktop Interface

Ml or
Nl ool

Evangelizing. ..




1984

When the dialog box is complete, the user dismisses it by “pushing a button” in the
dialog box (by clicking the mouse button while the screen pointer is within a button-
shaped object within the dialog box). This is not the same way standard windows are
closed. Also unlike standard windows, modal dialog boxes can’t be moved or resized.

Imagellriter

Copies:| [l Pages: @Al O From: To:
Cover Page: @ No (QFirst Page O Last Page

Cancel

Paper Source: @ Paper Cassette (O Manual Feed

ook Thamun Madorface Gusdclings
Ihe Appic Eosiaon bateriacy

Explaining the evolution to virtual buttons.




1995

The center of an ad campaign.
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We love the buttons.



puttons are anytning.



& 3 YAHOO!& o & 1096

- —COO . AROON Mi-:m’—m.

i et
Yahoo! Deutschiand T4 E5ie LOS ANGELES weeky Picks

l search | Options
Yeliow Pages - Pyople Search - City Maps -~ News Meadiings - $tock Quotes - Sports Scores

» Arts - - Humanities, Photography. Architecture, ...

* Busincss and Economy [Xtrall  Directory, lavestments, Classifieds, ...

» Computers and Internet [Xtral] - - /nterner, WWw, Software, Multimedia, ...
= Education - - Universit/es, K-12, Courses, ...

 Entertainment [Xwrall - - TV, Movies, Music, Magazines, ...

» Government - - Politics [Xtrall, Agencies, Law, Military. ...

= Health [Xtrall - - Medicine, Drugs, Diseases, Fitness, ..

* News [Xtrall - - World IXtrall. Daily. Current Events, ...

* Recreation and Sports [Xtrall  Sports, Games, lravel, Autos, Qutdoors, ...
» Reference - - L/braries, Dictionaries, Phone Numbers, ...

= Regional - - Couniries, Reglons, U.5, States, ...

* Sclence - - CS, Biv/ogy, Astronomy, Engineering, ...

» Social Science - - Anthropology. Sociology. Economics, ...

e Society and Culture - - People, Environment, Religion. ...

Yahoo! New York = Yahoo! Shop = Yahouligans!
il ki - el et LI Yl S Pt \Words are buttons.
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Do of contonts

Star Watch | Fun | Fayorites | Books | Movies | Music |

Travel, food, fun
|25 ‘l qvanis. all at
family.com.

BOOKS
isney Publishin

HOME VIDEO
Aladdin and the
King of Thieyes
TS!! 5!5273‘

Walt Disney
Home Video

MOVIES
101 Dalmatians

of Notre Dame
walt Disney

Pictlures

Shopping | Travel | Yelevision
T
AMNY

Six new winners

every month! Enter
now!

MUDIC

Walt Disncy Records

SHOPPING
Th ian

Store Onling

SOFTWARE

Disney Interactive

Disney's Toy Story
al i%

rid Explorer

Walr Disney
Television

Secure online
orduring at Thy
:!1:0:! S!Qfg
Qaoling!

IHEAITER

THE WALT
DISNEY
COMPANY
Investor

Information

INTERNATIONAL
SITES

1996

Regions are pbuttons.



2 + b a ideas Uessign Experiences GCducation Inapiration

Now

THE SLINKY™: OVER A QUARTER BILLION SOLD.
Accidentally invented in 1943 by Richard James

NEWS

The Best Product Design of
2006 (2120k TOF)

JHIA Design took top hanors at
the 2006 Industrial Design
Excellence Awards: 3 gold and
| Dronze mess 1ror work with
Lenove (two awards), SWvus,
and Cerding /Edien. Chck here
to read the article

who recognized a good idea when he saw.one.
Do you?

EVENTS

DSA 2006 Spotlight
Speaker Series (Oniing
Liok)

Herwy Chin, 1DSA, 1I8BA
Design “Making
Sustairabiiny Relevamt”
Qesign must (eod the vway
{by envisioning and creating
Inspiring swlutions for this
and future generations to
{heive)

FEATURED WORK

@ o 0

South Waterfront: Sirius: A New lcan for Brand Camp: Theee
Creating a Satellite Radio 22 days of creative
neitghborhood discovery »2»
experience »»

Buttons don'’t need visual cues.



amazoncom Sn&‘o Ness PYOG.:‘::’CAI‘I:&'G Your Account | \.'.'Call I Your Lists O 1 Help | "s" .

Asvanced Search | Browese Styles | Claccical | Top Sellors | New A Future Rolsatec | Music You Should Moar | Blowout Mutic | Froe Downbade

ﬂ) Web Scaull[

Ramones [ORIGINAL RECORDING REMASTERED]

famoncs Add to Cart

wRANY [l22 austomer roviews) Moce about this product or

SR miE s @by com iy okt )

Price: $10.99 & eligivle for FREE Supur Saver Shipping on Ship to:
viders uver $25. Dulgily [Mcveﬂoucnry v

You Save: 30.99 (8%) K Add gift-wrap/ote
Availability: Usually ships within 24 hours. Ships from and sold by Amazon.com. mm mum -
Want it delivered Friday, July 217 Order ot in the next 16 hours and 20 munutes, Mare Buy Chaices
and choose One-Day Shipping at checkout. Se¢ getads -y

89 ysed & new frum $5.99
Club price: $8.49

=44 larger Image 89 used & new ovoileble from $5.99
2hace your gun Quetomar IMaoes Available for in-store pickup
Club price: 48 .49 now from: $11 59
Price may vary baseo on avallabdility

Erter your ZI¥ Coge: | “«)
Better Together .

Buy this album with Rocket to Russia ~ Ramones today!

RANVICNES, Buy Together Today: $21.98
—  Add toWish List | ~ |

) mbommi{ )

Have cne to sell? | Sell youss heew |

Add to Shopping List |
NEWLIST! Learn mors

The temptation of 1-Click.



Users say...

"l love Blogger - it has been a
great addition to my Life
online!™

+ Roseanne

"You guys do a wonderful job..
Thanks for the exemplary
service In ploneering mass,
ser-mnendly, web (ogs on the
internet, Seriously... |, along
with thousands of other users,
dennately appreclte the
SCIvICe you provide. ™
- Josh

"Thanks, your system is
perhaps the easiest content
management application (ve
ever seen... It simply amazes
me how easy It s, and I've
been working with computers
for 20 years.”

Michael

Now

What's a blog?’

A blog is a personal diary. A daily pulpit. A collaborative space. A

political soapbox. A breaking-news outliet. A collection of Links.
Your own private thoughts. Memos to the world.

Your blog is whatever you want it to be. There are millions of
them, Inall shapes and sizes, and there are no real rules.

In simple terms, a blog is a web site, where you write stuff on an
ongoing basis. New stuff shows up at the top, so your visitors can
read whats new. Then they comment on it or {ink to it or emall
you. Or not.

Since Blogger was launched, almost five years ago, blogs have

reshaped the web, impacted politics, shaken up journalism, and
enabled millions of people to have a voice and connect with

others.

And were pretty sure the whole deal 15 Just getting started.

Push-button publishing.



PUSHIB \ PUBLIS Now

H : Y ( PEHIIDE 1'Y( | 'yl :

Home | Contact | Members Login | Lost Password | Qrder

Why go anywhere else, when right here you can have
R > - everything needed to get your own home-based Internet
- Bwln!'ﬂ_ﬂ,s_. ans SN business up and ready o profit in_as little as 24 hours?

"Not Only Will | Give You the Secret
Blueprint that | Use to Make Six-Figures
Per Year Online (Proof Below), I'll Also
Provide You with the Products, Resources
and Services Needed to Do It Yourself!”

g
L =y

..Residual income, unlimited products, turnkey
web-sites, premium web hosting, list hosting,
unlimited autoresponders, pro ad tracking,
and much, much more...

Push-button publishing?



Buttons are culture.




































Suttons are concept



Now

Buttons are empathic.



Now

Rumble Listen

Buttons plus gesture.




MuLT-ToucH INTERACTION EXPERIMENTS
© 2006, JEFrFerson Y. HAN



Now

Interactive wallpaper
b Interaction Design Institute Ivrea



Buttons are nistory.
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Sut

0ns are the bridge from
technoloc

VIS new” to

‘technology Is t

e environment.”






Www . historyoftheputton.com

Thank you.






